AMENDMENTS
LEGISLATIVE DECREE NO. 4 OF 1982
WITH RESPECT TO AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE
1976 PENAL CODE
We, lsa bin Salman Al Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain,

having referred to the Constitution,

and Amiri Order Ho. 4 of 1975,

and the Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. 15 of 1976,

and upon the submission of the Minister for Justice and Islamic Affairs,

and with the approval of the Council of Ministers,

DO HEREBY DECREE THE FOLLOWING:

Article 1
For the provisions of Article 195 of the Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. 15 of 1976 there shall he substituted the following text:

"The persons accused of committing the offences set forth in the Articles 112-184 and other closely related offences shall stand trial before a law court which shall be formed and its procedures determined by virtue of an Amiri Decree.

Accomplices, who have helped in committing the aforesaid related offences, may be sent to the law court referred to in the preceding Paragraph provided that they shall stand trial along with the perpetrators of the original offence and related offences before the said Court".

Article 2
The Ministers, each in his respective capacity, shall implement this Law which shall come into force as from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

Signed:  Isa bin Salman Ai Khalifa

Amir of the State of Bahrain

Date:    1 February 1982 

LET1SLATIVE DECREE NO. 9 OF 1982
WIIH RESPEC1 TO AMENDMENTS  TO THE PENAL CODE OF 1976
We, Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain,

having examined the Constitution,

and Amiri Order No. 4 of 1975,

and the Penal Code promulgated by Amiri Decree No. 15 of 19/6 amended as per Legislative Decree No. 4 of 1982,

and upon the submission of the Minister for Justice and Islamic Affairs,

DO HEREBY ENACT THE FOLLOWING LAW:

Article 1
For the provisions of Articles 6, 66, 67, 148, 149, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 165, 166, 167 168 and 171 there shall be substituted the following provisions:

Article 6

The Provisions of this Law shall be applicable to each citizen or alien who has committed outside the State of Bahrain an act, which renders him a perpetrator of or accomplice to any of the offences affecting internal or external state security which are provided for in Chapters I and II of Part I, or to the offence of forging official seals and insignias or forging currencies and banknotes referred to in Articles 257, 262 and 263.

Article 66

Where several offences are committed for one purpose only and where they are so closely related, they shall be regarded as a single offence which shall be subject to the harshest penalty.

The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall not affect the enforcement of any other penalty for any related offence.

Article 67

First: Subject to the provisions of Paragraph "Third" of this Article, orison sentences shall be several.

Second: In case the several penalties vary, they shall be enforced in the following order:

(1)    imprisonment 

(2)    detention

Third: If any person commits several offences prior to passing a final sentence for any such offences, the period of the prison sentence or temporary detention shall not be mare than 20 years provided that the period spent in custody shall not be more than 12 years unless such period is exceeded by a period of imprisonment in respect of another offence in which case the latter sentence shall be enforced to the exclusion of others.

Fourth:  Plurality of punishments shall always take place by means of fines.

Article 148 

Any person who attempts with the use of force to change or alter the Constitution of the State, its Amiri system, its system of government or to take over the rule of the country shall be punished by life imprisonment.

If the offence takes place as a consequence of collaboration with a foreign country or with anyone working in its interest, or if the offence is perpetrated by an armed gang, capital punishment shall           be inflicted upon any person who has conspired, collaborated with or formed the gang. The said punishment shall be inflicted on the leader of such gang or upon any person leading its activities.

Article 149 

Any person, who attempts with the use of force to occupy any public building used for any Government department or for any of the authorities referred to in the first, fifth and sixth paragraphs of Article 107 shall be liable for life imprisonment.

Where the offence is committed as a result of collaboration with any foreign country or with anyone working in its interest, or if it is committed by an armed gang, capital punishment shall be imposed upon any such person who has collaborated with the said foreign country or has formed the gang, assumed leadership thereof or undertaken any leading role in its activities.

Article 156

Any person who incites others to commit any of the offences set out in Articles 147 to 153 and Paragraph three of Article 155 shall be liable for imprisonment if such incitement does not result in any subsequent effects.

Article 157

Imprisonment for life or for a limited term shall be the punishment for any person who has taken part in any joint action designed at committing any of the offences provided for in Articles 147 to 155, or who has used it as a means of achieving a planned objective. Life imprisonment shall be the punishment for any person who incites others to agree upon any joint action, or who influences such moves. However, if the purpose of the agreement is to commit a certain offence or to use it as a means for attaining a specific objective, for which the punishment is less severe than that set out in the preceding provisions, a penalty harsher than that laid down in the latter offence may not be imposed.

Imprisonment for no more than 5 years shall be the punishment for any person who urges others to be parties to such agreement but receives a negative response. However, if the purpose of the agreement is to commit a specific offence or to use it as a means of attaining the intended purpose for which the penalty is less severe than imprisonment, there may not be imposed any penalty harsher than that laid down for the latter offence.

Article 159

Imprisonment for life or for a limited term shall be the punishment for any person who forms, establishes, organizes or operates any society, organization or branch thereof having as its objects the overthrow or changing the country's political, social or economic system or advocates such action if it is believed that   the use of force, intimidation or such other illegal methods are called for.

The same punishment shall be imposed upon persons promoting membership of such organization.

Any person who joins any society or such association as provided for in the preceding Article, or who takes part therein in any way whatsoever, shall be punished by imprisonment.

Article 160

Imprisonment for a period not exceeding 10 years shall be the punishment for any person who favors or advocates in any manner whatsoever, the overthrow or change of the country's political, social or economic system with the use of force, intimidation or such other illegal methods.

Article 161

A punishment of imprisonment or a fine shall be imposed upon any person who possesses either by himself or through others any publication or leaflet containing material propagating or promoting any of the things set out in the preceding Article without a lawful cause.   The same punishment shall be enforced upon any person who holds any device used for printing, recording or circulation intended, though for a limited period of time, for printing, recording or broadcasting appeals, songs or publicity belonging to any sect,  society, association or organization seeking to achieve any of the purposes referred to in the preceding Article.

Article 165

A prison sentence shall be passed against any person who expressly incites others to develop hatred or hostility towards the system of government.

Article 166

Imprisonment for life shall be the punishment for army person who resorts to violence, intimidation or any other illegal method to force the Amir of the country or the Prime Minister to perform or to abstain from performing any act that lawfully falls within his competence.

Article 167 

Imprisonment shall be the punishment for any person who resorts to violence, intimidation or any other illegal method to force any of the Ministers or his deputy to perform or to abstain from performing any act that lawfully falls within his competence.

Article 168 

Imprisonment for a period of no more than two years and a fine not exceeding 
BD 200 or either penalty shall be the punishment for any person who deliberately disseminates false reports, statements or malicious rumors, or produces any publicity seeking to damage public security, terrorize the population or cause damage to the public interest.

The said punishment shall be inflicted upon any person who holds either personally or through others any publication or leaflet containing any of the things set out in the preceding paragraph without a lawful excuse, and upon any person who possesses any device intended for printing, recording or broadcasting and uses it though for a limited period of time, for printing, recording or broadcasting, any of the above.

Article 171 

Imprisonment shall be the punishment for any person who overtly incites any of the armed forces or Public Security personnel to desist from being obedient or to abstain from performing their military obligations.

Article 2
The following two Articles 64A and 134A shall be added to the Penal Code of 1975:

Article  61A

Where any alien, whether male or female, is convicted for committing any of the offences set out in this Law, the judge may order to provide in his verdict for deportation thereof from the State of Bahrain indefinitely or for a definite term being no less than 3 years.

Article 134A

A punishment of imprisonment for a period of no less than 3 months and a fine of no less than BD 100, or either penalty, shall be imposed upon any citizen who has attended abroad in whatever capacity and without authorization from the Government,

any conference, public meeting or seminar or has participated in any manner whatsoever in the deliberations thereof with the intent of discussing political, social or economic conditions in the State of Bahrain or in any other state so as to weaken financial confidence the State of  Bahrain or undermine its prestige or standing or to worsen political relations between Bahrain and these countries.

The same punishment shall be inflicted upon any person who liaises abroad without any authorization from the Government with representatives or delegates of any foreign country, association, organization, society, federation, union or institution with the intent of discussing any of the matters contained in the preceding paragraph.

Article 3

Article 331 of the Penal Code of 1976 shall be annulled.

Article 4

The Ministers, each in his respective capacity, shall implement this Law which shall conic into force as From the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

Signed:  Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa Amir of the State of Bahrain

Dated:  3 March 1982

LEGISLATIVE DECREE NO. 7 OF 1985
WITH RESPECT TO AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE PENAL CODE

We, Isa bin Sulman Al Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain,

having examined the Constitution,

and Amiri Orrder No. 4 of 1975,

and the Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. 15 of 1976 as amended by Legislative Decree No. 4 of 1932 and

Legislative Decree No. 9 of 1992,

and upon the submission of the Minister for Justice and Islamic Affairs,

and with the consent of the Council of Ministers,

DO HEREBY DECREE THE FOLLOWING LAW:

Article 1 
For the provisions of Articles 306, 344, 345, 346 and 347 of the Penal Code 1975 there shall be substituted the following provisions:

Article 306 

"A punishment of a fine not exceeding BD 50 shall be the penalty for any person who is found to be intoxicated in a public place or a place usually frequented by the public.

The same punishment shall be applicable to any person who is under the influence of alcohol while causing disturbance to others.

In case of recurrence, the punishment shall be imprisonment for a period not exceeding one month and a fine of no more than BD 100, or either penalty."

Article 344

"Any person who assaults a female shall be liable for a prison sentence.

Life imprisonment shall be the penalty if the victim is below sixteen years of age, and the non-consent of the victim shall be presumed if she is less than fourteen years of age."

Article 345

"A prison sentence for a period not exceeding twenty years shall be the punishment for any person who has sexual intercourse with a female who is more than fourteen years but has not reached the age of sixteen years, with her consent.

A prison sentence of no more than 10 years shall be the sentence for any person who has sexual intercourse with a female who is more than sixteen years but less than twenty one years, with her consent."

Article 346 

"A prison sentence for a period not exceeding ten years shall be the punishment for any person who assaults another against his will.

The punishment shall be a prison sentence if the victim is less than sixteen years.

The non-consent of the victim shall be presumed if he is less than fourteen years."

Article 317 

A prison sentence shall be the punishment for anyone who assaults a person who is more than fourteen years but less than twenty one years, with his consent."

Article 2

The ministers, each in his respective capacity, shall implement this Law which shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

Signed  Isa bin Sulman Al Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain

Dated: 23 March 1985

LEGISLATIVE DECREE NO.1 OF 1986 
WITH RESPECT TO AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS,
OF THE PENAL CODE
We, Isa bin Sulman Al Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain,

having examined the Constitution,

and Amiri Order No. 4 of 1975,

and the Penal Code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. 15 of 1976 and laws in amendment thereof,

and upon the submission of the Minister for Justice and Islamic Affairs,

and with the consent of the Council of Ministers,

DO HEREBY DECREE THE FOLLOWING LAW: 

Article 1
For the provisions of Articles 344 and 349 of the Penal Code there shall be substituted the following provisions.

Article 344 

Life imprisonment shall be the penalty for any person who assaults a woman without her consent.

The penalty shall be a death sentence or life imprisonment if the victim is less than sixteen years of age.

The non-consent of the victim shall be presumed if she is less than fourteen years of age.

Article 349 

The punishment shall be a death sentence if the crimes set forth in Article 344 result in the victim's death.

The punishment shall be a death sentence or life imprisonment if the crimes set forth in Articles 315 and 346 of this Law result in the victim's death.

Article 2 
The Ministers, each in his respective capacity, shall implement this Law, which shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

Signed:  Isa b-in Sulman Al Khalifa Ainir of the State of Bahrain

Dated:  11 January 1986
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